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FACT SHEET
______________________________________________________________________________

Mission Statement
The SLD Center, a community resource of West Michigan, is committed to bringing 
the power of reading, writing and spelling to all individuals with dyslexia or 
other unique learning styles, enabling them to achieve their full potential.

______________________________________________________________________________

Learning to read, write, and spell is often taken for granted when a child enters school.  There is a natural desire for children to develop spoken language as well as to understand the printed word.  Unfortunately, for a significant number of children, learning to read, spell and write does not come naturally despite normal intelligence and a desire to learn.  When taught by traditional teaching methods, these children often face frustration and failure, but with specialized and individualized instruction, they can go as far as their abilities will take them.  Older children, adolescents, and adults who did not develop language skills commensurate with their abilities may also be helped by special instruction.

The SLD Center is a non-profit community service organization established to provide instruction for students who have not succeeded with traditional teaching methods.  Our goal is to provide specialized one-to-one instruction, which will enable the student to develop effective reading, spelling and writing skills.   
How long can this take?  The time will vary according to the severity of each student’s problem, intelligence, emotional make-up, the support received from family and teachers, and the age at which the problem is identified.  The average length of time our students are tutored is 150-200 lessons, or 1½

 to 2 years.  Students range in age from 5 years to adult.

Our Phonics Fundamentals © program is accredited by the International Multisensory Structured Language Education Council (IMSLEC) and is based on the Orton-Gillingham approach to teaching language arts skills.  It is a research-based approach that teaches structured phonics, phonological awareness, knowledge of syllable division rules, spelling rules, and generalizations in a multisensory way.  A student’s opportunity for success is increased because lessons build on previously taught concepts and are presented in a systematic, cumulative, sequential fashion. 
  SCHEDULING OF LESSONS

Lessons are set up for a term of 50 sessions, each lesson being conducted for 
45-60 minutes, two to three days per week.

Lessons are scheduled at the student’s school, the SLD Center, or a neutral location.  Lessons are not conducted in the tutor’s home or the student’s home, unless a specific arrangement has been made with the administrative staff.  

QUALIFICATIONS OF TUTORS
Potential SLD tutors have a Bachelor’s degree, background clearance through Michigan State Police and Department of Human Services, and have successfully completed 32 hours of instruction in Phonics Fundamentals ©.   Each tutor completes an internship with a Master Tutor before he/she is placed with students.  Continuing education of tutors is implemented through additional training classes, monthly in-service meetings, and local conferences.  Tutor observations are conducted quarterly.
FEES

    A.
An appointment for an initial conference is made by calling the SLD Center Kalamazoo office at (269) 345-2661 or the Grand Rapids office at (616) 361-1182.  No referral is necessary for an initial conference.  If, after this conference, it is deemed that tutoring is appropriate and clients wish to proceed, an appointment is arranged for a learning assessment. This assessment lasts approximately 1 to 1-1/2 hours.  An assessment conference follows approximately two weeks later.

       
Following are the costs involved for these sessions; the charge is due at the time the service is given, or the client has the option to build the assessment fee into the contract.



Initial Conference ….............................
No charge



Assessment..……..…………............…....$290.00



Assessment Conference………………
No charge

B. The value of tutoring is $ 70.00 per lesson.  Thanks to contributions from individuals, businesses, and organizations, the tutoring fee is subsidized by our sliding scale.  Based on family size and most recent 1040 tax form, the client’s cost may be between $14.00 and $50.00 per session.  The client’s most recent 1040 tax form must be presented for verification in order to qualify for a subsidized rate. 

     C.
Following the assessment, if the client is recommended for our program and wishes to proceed, a contract between the client and the SLD Center is drawn up for a term of 50 lessons.

NOTICE OF NONDISCRIMINATORY POLICY
The SLD Center does not discriminate when admitting students, in administering scholarship programs, or in its

educational admissions or hiring policies regardless of race, color, creed, ethnic origin, gender, sexual orientation, 

marital status, age, height, weight or physical abilities.






